[Molds in air-sampling and detection. Validation of sampling methods to verify molds in air].
The assessment of mold concentrations in air samples requires generally accepted evaluation criteria. It is not possible to derive guideline values based on risk assessment. Background concentrations are therefore used as the basis for the assessment of measured concentrations. The assessment criteria established by the Federal Environmental Agency in Berlin and by the State Health Agency of Baden-Wurttemberg are founded on the experience of some laboratories. The general application of these criteria is only meaningful if validated and generally applied methods of analysis are used. Until now, laboratories have been using many different methods for sampling and detection of culturable molds and total spore counts in air. In this study, different steps for sampling by impaction or filtration are validated. The results presented will contribute to standardization of sampling and detection of molds in air.